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Presentation 

 
Our recent history was marked by the dramatic experience of totalitarian systems: it is a fact that unites all the nations 
and it is still vivid in our memory. 
The complexity of the history of our countries shows that the traditional rigid separation of Communism and Fascism as 
two different and contrasting  experiences, enclosed in two distinct geographical areas, is not adequate to explain the 
causes of past events. 
The greater attention which is being paid to Remembrance nowadays has shown  the existence of different forms of 
memories if compared to common historical events, whose  particular aspects and contents are thus highlighted. 
Therefore Remembrance can help historical reconstruction. 
A specific attention deserves Jewish Remembrance, the experience of the Holocaust and its consequences in the two 
European areas which can reveal the existence of strong forms of censorships, if you place it in a perspective of 
comparative history of Eastern and Western Europe. 
The exercise of memory leads to the acceptance of responsibility, to choices of reparation for the  past and to 
courageous choices for the present. 
As far as these issues are concerned, we may specify the general theme of our European project in the following five 
points: 
 

1) Totalitarianism or totalitarianisms? 
2) Comparison of genocides and persecutions: Remembrance of  Shoah versus Remembrance  of Gulag?  
3) Resistance to Totalitarianism: The Righteous among  Nations and the Righteous in the totalitarian Communist 

context? 
4) The Remembrance and the teachings of History: perspectives and experiences. 
5) Discussion and Synthesis. From the Communities of Remembrance to a shared European Remembrance. 
 

The purpose of the Seminar is to reach, thanks to the discussions around these issues,  a common point of view on 
European Remembrance and to pinpoint contents and methodologies in order to convey it in the classroom within 
school curricula 
The great resource of our Seminar does not only lie in the cooperation we can build among experts, scholars and 
teachers but it also rests on the fact that the participants will show different themes and sensibilities as they come from 
three different countries. 
The Seminar is to be considered as a further phase in our European Project for the years 2008 and 2009, which foresees 
the organization both of a cultural journey for students to Rumania (Bucharest – Cluj from 5th to 10th   March 2009) and 
of the Conference that will probably take place  in Bologna (presumably on 22/23/24 April 2009). 

  
 

           

 
                 

 


